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formed the largest part of the Ottoman Empire. Long
before the Seljuk Turks made their appearance in the
Near East, Greece was predominant in all that vast ter-
ritory, bordered on the north by the Black Sea, on the
south by the Mediterranean, on the west by the JEgean,
and on the east by a straight line starting near Trebizond
and reaching down somewhere near Alexandretta. This
of course does not include any part of European Turkey,
most of which was lost to the Ottoman Empire during
the recent wars.
The character of this G-reek domination varied accord-
ing to the different stages of history, beginning with the
legends of the Golden Fleece and coming down through
the Trojan expedition to the great Persian wars. Never-
theless, the time when Greek influence became more pro-
nounced in Asia Minor and Anatolia was during the times
of Alexander the Great, whose policy of Hellenization of
the East remains the chief characteristic of his cam-
paigns.
This process of Hellenization was continued long after
the death of Alexander, gradually blending itself with
the spread of Christianity, which, as far as the East was
concerned, was almost entirely propagated through the
medium of the Greek tongue. As a matter of fact, Hel-
lenism, in its new Christian form, was so powerful in the
East during the following three hundred years, that even
the Eastern Eoman Empire established by Const antine
the Great had finally to succumb to its influence, so that
after the eighth century that vast political and military
organization became the Greek or Byzantine Empire and
held its preeminently Greek character to the day of its
fall in 1453, at which the Ottoman Empire became its
successor after a struggle covering almost two hundred
years, from the time when Ertogrul, or rather his son
Osman, the founder of the first Turkish state in Bythinia,
near Brusa, first began to encroach upon Byzantine ter-

